CHAIRMAN CHRISTOPHER COX ﬁ
Homeland Security Update...
ON THE RADAR

HSC Press Shop: (202) 226-9600
http://homeland.house.gov

Passage of Project BioShield Critical to our Nation’s Biodefense

The Select Committee on Homeland Security unanimously passed Project BioShield
on June 26, 2003. The full House passed the bill on July 16, 2003. The bill is
currently pending in the Senate, with no floor vote yet scheduled. It is urgent that the
Senate pass Project BioShield and send it to the President’s desk for his signature.

Critical to the mission of homeland security is defense against the threat of biological
terrorism - the deliberate use of disease as a weapon. Project BioShield -- a key
initiative in bolstering our Nation’s bioterror defense — will ensure that resources are
available to pay for "next-generation" medical countermeasures. The bill will provide
incentives for biotech companies to develop treatments against agents of attack, such
as anthrax and smallpox, by allowing the government to invest $5.6 billion over ten
years largely to procure improved vaccines or drugs.

Today, our Nation is better prepared than ever to meet the threat of terrorist attack
with a biological, chemical, radiological or nuclear agent. The national stockpile of
medical countermeasures is more extensive and can be accessed more rapidly than
ever, and additional diagnostic tests, drugs, and vaccines are under development.

However, a bioterror attack on our population or our armed forces, involving an agent
for which we have no treatment, still could be devastating. The incentives we provide
today to encourage companies to produce vaccines could be the difference between a
small bioterror event and a large-scale catastrophe. A comprehensive effort to build
our biodefense resources is a crucial step in strengthening our homeland security.



